Shock-induced alterations in hemostasis.
The major constituents of the hemostatic potential, i.e., platelets and the plasma factors of coagulation and fibrinolysis, guarantee the integrity of the vessel wall and provide effective hemostasis in case of vascular damage. The equilibrium between anticoagulant and procoagulant forces which is essential for the maintenance of the fluidity of blood is controlled by inhibitors, the fibrinolytic system, and the clearance of activated components by the reticuloendothelial system. The proper function of this humoral balance is essentially dependent on hemodynamic factors such as adequate circulation and capillary perfusion.